Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Wednesday 18th 2024 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors

Steve Dowd




Jeff Thurlow

Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:


117
Apologies for Absence

117.1
Kay Barker, James Partridge, Gill Patridge, Debbie Carey (Clerk), Cllr Mike Steel.

Steve Dowd left the meeting 20:05

118
Consideration of Minutes of November 2024 meeting


All agreed they were a fair representation.
119
Declarations of Interest

None

120
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

No members of public, no questions

121
Planning

121.1
24/01597/FUL -Drakes Lane Industrial Estate Drakes Lane Little Waltham 

Retrospective change of use of land for use as vehicle parking, the partial use of the area for storage containers and associated operational development.

No comment

122
Planning Results

122.1  G2 - Lime and Plum x3 - Pollard - Overhanging property 
Verge At Junction Of School Lane and Main Road Great Leighs 

Ref. No: 24/05240/TPO Status: Application Permitted

122.2
Continued occupation in excess of 10 years in breach of application no: 354/51 condition 1 (non agricultural worker).

Pippins Hornells Corner Little Leighs, Ref. No: 24/01415/CLEUD  Status: Application Permitted

122.3
Planning application for the retention of a close boarded fence and associated soft landscaping (Part Retrospective)

Great Leighs Village Store And Post Office, Ref. No: 24/01379/FUL  4

Status: Application Permitted

122.4
Listed Building Consent for the retention of a close boarded fence and associated soft landscaping (Part Retrospective)

Great Leighs Village Store And Post Office, Ref. No: 24/01371/LBC  

Status: Application Permitted

123
Essex County Council Correspondence

123.1
Awaiting Cllr Mike Steel report

As Cllr Mike Steel report emailed last week. Also the new government budget has increased ECC’s social care bill by £10 million due to NI increase as care homes etc are run by private companies.

124
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence

124.1
Report from Cllr Raven
CCC were discussing this evening about a charge for brown bin collection this is at the cost of £60 for 1 bin or £90 for 2 bins, there are concerns that green waste will be dumped into blacks bins which will go to landfill.

125
General Correspondence

125.1
Great Leighs Primary School have requested funds for road signs outside the school to increase safety. Approx cost per sign £222 for 1, £505.44 for 2

How will this stop the cars turning in the area is it better find a temp. sign that can block that part of the road why kids are coming in and out of the school happy to fund this up to value of £1000.

125.2
Internal Auditor we use is no longer continuing

Look for a new auditor, ask local parish councils who they use.

125.3
Request for precept information – deadline 8th January

Noted this will be discussed in the budget part of the meeting

126
Great Leighs Environment

126.1
Playing Field Matters

It was agreed that the PC will pay £12.21 per hour for the 1 hour a week litter pick, 1 hour per bus stop cleaning a month 

Booking officer to be changed to 2 people to share the opening and closing of the 3G pitch.

126.2
Red oaks planted on Saturday at the crossroads by JCM

Noted

126.3
Discuss GLFC sleepers – possible uses

Discuss at next meeting

127
Highways and Footpaths

127.1
Resident complaint regarding the drains by Beadle way 

Chase ECC to repair the drains

127.2
Complaint about pathway from riding stables and Beadle Way 

CCC have now cleared this

The footpath in places is overgrown from longcroft down to the bridge on Whites Lane, see if ECC will clear, if not JCM to clear.

The Fayrewood Drive bus stop has overgrown vegetation next to it which is restricting the view of the public to see the bus coming, the land is not maintained by ECC or CCC, previously this was maintained by Jeff Thurlow but he is no longer able to do this, get JCM to cut right back and clear.

128
Speed Watch

128.1
To be reviewed next year looking at the TRUCAM option. 

Yes to TRUCAM 8 – 10 hours a month.

129
Clerk update

129.1
War memorial update – 3rd quote, still awaiting as need to visit site again.

Clerk to find other companies to quote.

129.2
S106 (£3,105.43x2) signed funding agreement.

Noted
129.3
Offer was put to agent managing the land adjacent to the Post Office, Main Road. 


Currently appealing the recent planning decision.

Noted
129.4
JCM cannot cut back hedge near Brickbarns that is obscuring roundabout sign. Reported on highways reporting tool.

Noted it is reported to ECC but is not a priority
129.5
Booking Officer requesting access to the CCTV.

The PC decided not to give access to the Booking Officer as it is not needed for the role of opening and locking up and also concerns the potentially legalities if any images were shared. Without the access to the CCTV the Booking Officer has said they did not want to continue with this role, alternative arrangements have been made to look after the 3G pitch.

130
Finance


Payments for approval of £ 2866.17 listed below

[image: image1.emf]Dec-24

D.Brillus General Bus shelter 0 0 40

D.Brillus General Litter Pick 0 0 40

D.Brillus Hardplay area Booking Officer 0 0 300

Debbie Carey General Office Expenses 0 0 46.9

Debbie Carey General Clerk Salary 0 0 691.42

HM Revenue&Customs General Tax&NI 0 0 172.85

James Raven General Booking system 110 22 122

JCM Playing field Grounds maintainance 945 189 1134

JCM Playing field Grounds maintainance 120 24 144

Roy Galley General Tiler for resident roof 145.83 29.17 175

2866.17


All approved

129 
Budget and Precept for 2025/2026

Budget has been agreed and precept is to remain unchanged from 24/25 at £42,000

130
Closure

Date of next meeting 16th January 2025

Meeting closed at 21:13

Signed.. ……………..
Date ……………………… 2024

