Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 17th October 2024 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors
Kay Barker

Steve Dowd




Jeff Thurlow

Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

78
Apologies for Absence


Gill Partridge, Cllr Mike Steel

79
Consideration of Minutes of Sept 2024 meeting

All agreed they were a fair representation. 
80
Declarations of Interest

DOI from James Raven, Zeki Bekir, Brenda Young, Kay Barker, Jeff Thurlow regarding 
81
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

None in attendance
82
Planning

82.1
24/01379/FUL

Great Leighs Village Store And Post Office 103 Main Road Great Leighs 

Planning application for the retention of a close boarded fence and associated soft landscaping (Part Retrospective)
Discussed and agreed that fence will be acceptable if there is shrubbery/flowers planted . No objections. 

82.2
24/05180/TPO

Gubbions Hall Banters Lane Great Leighs

Description of works: T4 and T5  Black Poplar trees located on the back of the Gubbions Hall Moat - Fell and replace with single oak trees.    
82.3
Tree Preservation Order TPO/2024/024

82.4
Tree Preservation Order TPO/2024/023

82.5
24/05195/TPO

24 Audley Road Great Leighs

G4 - Field Maple - Reduce back by up to 2m to previously approved pruning points.

83
Planning Results

83.1
All pending consideration

84
Essex County Council Correspondence


Awaiting Cllr Mike Steel report

85
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence

Report from Cllr Raven
Chelmsford has replied to the NPPF about the change from 953 homes per year to 1406 homes per year they have raised concerns with regards to infrastructure funding etc.

Infrastructure: the Government needs to make significant investment in infrastructure provision, to support the increased housing targets 

Affordable homes: councils need grants and enhanced planning powers to 
ensure that substantial amounts of affordable housing are actually built, which is not covered by the consultation.

Local Plan review consultation went to Policy Board on 26 September 2024. At this meeting, the Policy Board solely receives the consultation feedback rather than any changes. Comments can be viewed on the consultation portal.

The council’s Annual Financial Review for 2024/25, being presented to Cabinet on 8 October, identifies a £4 million budget gap for the coming year and forecasts a total shortfall of £13 million over the next five years, unless major changes are made.

Charging for brown bin collection is being discussed along with uplift in parking charges unless funding comes from central government, even though the council is looking to develop the rectory lane car park for affordable housing.  

Chelmsford Science Festival is back from 22–29 October 2024.

Chelmsford City Council has launched a new instalment of the ‘Women’s Safety in Our City’ campaign, inviting residents to take an active role in creating a safer society for women and girls by becoming Active Bystanders.

86
General Correspondence

86.1
Cllr Mike Steel replied to the request from villagers for a speed restriction down Boreham Rd.
Agreed Clerk will email Cllr Cunningham 
86.2
Email from Chelmsford County Council - consulting on a revised Street Collections Policy. Online form, open to your comments and feedback. 


Clerk to email survey to all Cllrs.

86.3  
Regulation 14 Statutory Consultation for the draft Boreham Neighbourhood Development Plan

Great Leighs Environment

86.4
War memorial – estimated cost has worked out at over £5000 so we need to obtain 3   quotes for the work to be carried out. We have 2 and are waiting for last one to visit site.  

86.5
Bus shelter replacements – discussed in Aug meeting and can confirm they can offer existing Littlethorpe shelters. (wooden)

86.6
Bus shelter perspex replacement – Fayrewood Drive

Playing Field Matters

86.7
Anti Climb paint for the containers

86.8
CCTV – 6 week public spending notice ends 22nd October so the work can be   started.

86.9
S106 monies have been agreed to be transferred for seating area project. Confirm size and exact site


Highways and Footpaths

87
Trees to be planted by GL sign at crossroads is scheduled for December. JCM to carry out. 


Speed Watch

88
To be discussed and dates organised. 

89
Clerk Update
89.1
Clerk sent dates to Stuart Wilson re GLFC training and games. 

90
Finance


Payments for approval of £ 3231.20 listed below
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91
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 21st November 2024
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Signed……………………….Date……21/11/2024……………..

