Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 16th January 19:45pm

Present: Councillors

Gill Partridge
Steve Dowd




Jeff Thurlow

Kay Barker
Zeki Bekir

James Raven (Chair)

James Partridge (Deputy Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Parish Clerk)

131
Apologies for Absence


Brenda Young, Cllr Mike Steel.

132
Consideration of Minutes of December 2024 meeting

All agreed they were a fair, accurate representation of the meeting.
133
Declarations of Interest

James Raven and James Partridge due to their children acting as 3G pitch officers. 
134
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police


Noone in attendance. 
135
Planning

135.1
21/02490/OUT: Banters Field Main Road Great Leighs
Proposal Application for outline planning permission for the development of an integrated retirement community comprising up to 190 units (C2 use) with all matters reserved except for access.

No new comments – previous comments made on initial application. 
135.2
24/00501/FUL APP/W1525/W/24/3356391 Appeal: Land North East Of 103 Main Road Great Leighs Change of use of land and construction of one no. 2 bedroom chalet style dwelling, with garden and off street parking (Use Class C3), construction of an off street parking area for visitors to the post office/store (Sui Generis), complete with dropped kerb access works and landscaping. 

No new comments. 

135.3
Drakes Lane Industrial Estate Drakes Lane Little Waltham Chelmsford

Retrospective change of use of land for use as vehicle parking, the partial use of the area for storage containers and associated operational development
Outside settlement boundary. 

135.4
24/01760/FUL: Applegold Church Lane Little Leighs Chelmsford

Proposed two storey side addition.

Outside settlement boundary.

135.5
24/01782/FUL: Fairbanks School Lane Great Leighs 

The re-configuration of the existing residential property including, partial single storey demolition. The conversion of  the double garage to habitable space, two storey part side and rear extension and single storey rear residential extension, reconfigured internal driveway and parking arrangement, provision of a shed, landscaping and associated works.
Outside settlement boundary. 

136
Planning Results
136.1
Verge at junction of School Lane And Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex
24/05240/TPO | Validated: Mon 11 Nov 2024 | Status: Application Permitted

137
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report

138
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven – Brown bin changing from March. Over 33,000 have signed up.


Bi-election took place – Conservative candidate appointed. 


Recent full Council meeting took place in January to discuss Essex County Council, Southend-on-Sea City Council and Thurrock Council to be part of its Devolution Priority Programme - local government re-organisation and the potential for new unitary (all-purpose) council structures to be introduced across Essex. 


Discussed challenges and possible outcomes. Election May 2026 with 2027 roll-out. 



139
General Correspondence
139.1
Love Your Bus Grant Fund: CCC - This initiative will provide Parish and Town Councils with the opportunity to secure grants of up to £50,000 for projects aimed at increasing bus patronage and enhancing local services.

Discussed current service and possible gaps.

Bus shelter requirements, Perspex replacement in Fayrewood Drive shelter. Clerk to organize. 
140
Great Leighs Environment
140.1
VE Day 80- planned activities – need to register our involvement if considering
Discussed possible local celebrations that could be planned. Gill Partridge to contact a few local residents. An allocation of money from budget was discussed. 
Playing Field Matters
140.2
Cleaning 3g pitch: 3 visits – yearly cost: £1270+VAT – Clerk to confirm with company and pay invoice. 
140.3
Sleepers – GLFC – Clerk to discuss with local carpenter about the possible construction of a structure. 


Highways and Footpaths
140.4
No reports of any issues


Clerk to ask JCM to level and bark the footpath by Glovers park/the bowl. 

Councillors discussed Church Lane and the need for 30mph. Will request speed check team consider this as a location. 
141
Speed Watch

Have contacted TRUCAM so awaiting news of when they are available to start. 
142
Clerk Update
142.1
Funding sent to Great Leighs Primary School - £1000

142.2
War memorial company have visited site this week so new quote pending

142.3
Laptop ordered

142.4
Re telephone box – contacted 2 companies and a farmer and all say it requires crane and correct insurance.

142.5
3G pitch moved over to direct bookings only. Clerk is no longer block-booking and invoicing as difficult to keep track with teams cancelling etc. 
142
Finance


Payments for approval of £ 4814.67   listed below 

Agreed with payments for January. 
[image: image1.emf]Jan-25

Debbie  Carey General Office expenses 0 0 46.9

Debbie  Carey General Clerk salary 0 0 691.42

HM Revenue&Customs General Tax & NI 0 0 199.32

Leighs Village Hall General Hall hire 0 0 66

James Raven General Booking system 55 11 66

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 510 102 612

Myers Scott General Website maintenance 119.88 23.98 143.86

Great Leighs Primary  General Traffic signs 0 0 1000

Innovar General CCTV signs 37.5 7.5 45

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 0 0 126.17

Debbie  Carey General Lap top  0 0 1215

Debbie  Carey General Laptop Insurance 0 0 303

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 0 0 200

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 0 0 100

4814.67


143
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 20th February 2025

Signed.. ……………..

Date  20/02/2025
