Great and Little Leighs Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday 20th February 2025 19:45pm

Present:
Councillors

Steve Dowd




Gill Partridge




Jeff Thurlow

Brenda Young

Zeki Bekir

James Partridge (Vice-chair)

James Raven (Chair)

Also in attendance:

Debbie Carey (Clerk)

144
Apologies for Absence

Essex County Councillor Mike Steel
& Kay Barker
145
Consideration of Minutes of January 2025 meeting
The minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair. 
146
Declarations of Interest

None

147
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, members or police

1 member of the public present – attended to listen to the Parish Councils discussion regarding the National Grid update.
148
Planning
148.1
25/00129/FUL

10 The Crescent Little Leighs

Single storey rear extension. Addition of side window.
No concerns – no comment

148.2
25/05023/TPO


148 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

G1 Horse Chestnut trees x5- Reduction by up to 3 m and crown lift by up to 3m
No concerns – no comment

148.3
25/00069/FUL
Land North Of 64 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford

Demolition of existing buildings and construction of 1 new dwelling and garage/workshop with associated parking and amenity.
No concerns – no comment

148.4
24/01787/FUL

Land Adjacent Fairbanks, School Lane Great Leighs

Demolition of outbuildings and proposed construction of one new detached dwelling (Use Class C3), with retention of access, provision of driveway and parking, a shed, landscaping and associated works.
Outside settlement boundary – concern over construction traffic. 
148.5
25/05030/TPO
17 Bolingbroke Close Great Leighs, T2 - Ash - Removal - Reason: There is inonotus on a limb at 3m on North Western aspect. Large cavity at 4m just below crown break. Decay is present. Tree is in decline and presents a Health and Safety risk for residents.
No concerns – no comment
148.6
24/00695/FUL - Land South East Of Banters Lane Business Park Banters Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford

Amendment received: Proposal Application for outline planning permission for the development of an integrated retirement community comprising up to 190 units (C2 use) with all matters reserved except for access.


Concerns over access through Furlongs from construction traffic also the sewage plans. 
 

149
Planning Results
149.1
Single storey rear extension of a residential use class C3 dwelling house and an incidental building for use as a home gym.
Fairbanks School Lane Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1NL

Ref. No: 24/01550/CLOPUD. Validated: Mon 11 Nov 2024. Status: Split Decision

149.2
G2 - Lime and Plum x3 - Pollard - Overhanging property
Verge At Junction off School Lane And Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex

Ref. No: 24/05240/TPO. Validated: Mon 11 Nov 2024. Status: Application Permitted

149.3
T1 - 90 Main Road Great Leighs Chelmsford Essex CM3 1NE

Ref. No: 24/05224/TPO. Validated: Wed 13 Nov 2024. Status: Application Permitted


Councillors reviewed the above results – no comment/issues. 
150
Essex County Council Correspondence

Cllr Mike Steel report

Devolution and Unitary Councils

5th Feb –The Minister of State for Local Government and English Devolution, informed the leaders of ECC, Southend, and Thurrock, that “Based on our criteria of geography and readiness set out in the English Devolution White Paper, I am pleased to confirm that Greater Essex has been selected to join the Devolution Priority Programme.” 
In addition it stated that the request for County local elections to be postponed from May had been accepted from May 2025 to May 2026.

 
CNEB
The main works are now underway on Section 1A following the appointment of Octavius Infrastructure as contractor.

Recent works have included: Topographical and ecological surveys, an archaeological survey undertaken by Oxford Archaeology revealing past Roman use of the site, groundworks for the delivery of the site compound offices/cabins, preparation works for a UK power networks diversion.
The Chelmsford North East Bypass – Section 1A, January 2025 newsletter contains further details. This can be found attached to this email and on our project webpage here: www.essexhighways.org/chelmsford-north-east-bypass
 

The benefit of CNEB to Broomfield, LW, GW, and other parishes, is that it should take traffic away from Essex Regiment Way, which will in turn take traffic away from the B1008 Broomfield main Road.

151
Chelmsford City Council Correspondence
Report from Cllr Raven

Continuing discussions regarding Devolution – 720 reduced to 350 - possible partnerships. 



152
General Correspondence
152.1 
Local Plan Consultation – Final draft. 

Comments to be added by 18th March 2025.

Noted – this is for Norfolk/Suffolk. Essex is due in April. 
152.2
Longfield Solar Farm Community Liaison Group (CLG) – invited to meeting 5th March 2pm.

Clerk to send information to all Councillors of meeting. Chair attended the last meeting and is up to date on progress. 
152.3
National Grid has recently been contacting local residents regarding ‘targeted consultations’ they are planning in March for Essex. The local residents would like to know how we plan to respond. 


Chair discussed previous response and will add further comments as new updates become available. 
152.4
Wilderness Foundation email – they would like to spread awareness with posters. 


Posted to noticeboard.


Clerk to post on Facebook and posters have been put in the noticeboard. 
152.5
Evelyn Hornsby emailed regarding a new group at the Free Church - Tuesday from 10.30 until 2.30 to offer a Warm Space to the village

Noted

152.6
Garden waste email to residents – FB message to be posted before 1st March. 


Noted

152.7
RCCE’s new membership year starts on 1st April 2025 - £72.60 23/24 – renew?


Agreed to renew. Clerk to send round details of members meeting. 
153
Great Leighs Environment
153.1
Village Clean up – 23rd March 

Noted

153.2
War memorial – 3rd quote uses same stone mason as previous company that quoted. 


Contacted 2 new companies. Awaiting response. 


Noted

Fayrewood Drive bus stop - perspex needs to be replaced. 

Playing Field Matters
153.3
Contacted property service company to quote on paving the area by 3G pitch as muddy. Visiting site on 21st.


Discussed the area to be paved and the new seating area. 2 further quotes to follow.
153.4
Village Hall complained of parents from the football teams are using the village wall to remove the mud from the boots of their kids. The mud is in the car park and then being walked into the hall. 
GLFC Managers to contact away teams to remind them again that this has been a problem. Zeke to liaise with Stuart at the village hall. 

Highways and Footpaths
153.5
Longfield Solar Farm – from 17th February - road closures for 2 weeks to cut back vegetation between 8am-5pm. Wheelers Hill and Cranham Rd. Open to residents. 

Posted to Facebook. 

Speed Watch
153.6
Trucam Services to commence in March. 


Noted

154
Clerk Update: 
154.1
Emailed Matt at Eden Horticulture regarding the plans for the flower boxes - 6 visits through the season, strimmed around the village entrance boxes several times, and been and weeded and watered. Wanted to find out if we just want new flowers next season?


Clerk to contact Matt to get some sort of costings for renewing flower boxes for spring/summer. 


The boxes need weeding – request Matt speaks to the volunteers. 

154.2
Village Hall team agreed PC will take over the maintenance costs of the CCTV, and this would off-set as the payment for the FC toilet requirements. 

GLFC Managers happy with this. 
154.3
Fayrewood bus stop area – JCM tidied. 


Noted.

154.4
JCM has cleaned up the sloping area by Glovers playground.

Good response.
155 
Finance


Payments for approval of £ 4211.28 listed below

All agreed on the finances for this month.
[image: image1.emf]Feb-25

Debbie  Carey General Office expenses 0 0 46.9

Debbie  Carey General Clerk salary 0 0 691.42

HM Revenue&CustomsGeneral Tax & NI 0 0 172.8

Leighs Village Hall General Hall hire 66 0 66

James Raven General Booking system 55 11 66

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 310 62 372

JCM Playing field Grounds maintenance 610 122 732

D.Brillus General Bus stop/Litter pick 126.17 0 126.17

Premier Sports SurfacesPlaying field Annual maintenance 1270 254 1524

James Raven Hardplay area 3 g transformer 94.99 19 113.99

Will Partridge Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

Jack Raven  Hardplay area Booking officer 150 0 150

4211.28


156
Closure


Date of next meeting Thursday 20th March 2025
Signed.. ……………..

Date  

